
IS PC A KIND OF NEWSPEAK? 
POLITICAL CORRECTNESS AS A TOOL OF DISCRIMINATION  

Szilvia Finta 
Eötvös Lorand University, Institute of Philosophy, Budapest 

Saint Paul Academy, Budapest 

szfinta@szpa.hu 



Outline 

■  Introduction 

■  1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a sample 

■  2. Political correctness 

■  3. Modified meanings, changed concepts 
–  3.1. Words with religious background (sin, marriage) 
–  3.2. Words with historical background (Zionism, racism, Nazism, 

nationalism, Palestine) 

■  Conclusion 



1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a 
sample 



1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a 
sample 
■  “The purpose of Newspeak was not only to provide a medium of expression for 

the worldview and mental habits proper to the devotees of Ingsoc, but to make 
all other modes of thought impossible. It was indeed that when Newspeak 
had been adopted once and for all and Oldspeak forgotten, a heretical thought – 
that is, a thought diverging from the principles of Ingsoc – should be literally 
unthinkable, at least so far as thought is dependent on words. Its vocabulary 
was so constructed as to give exact and often very subtle expression to every 
meaning that a Party member could properly wish to express, while excluding all 
other meanings and also the possibility of arriving at them by indirect methods. 
This was done partly by inventions of new words, but chiefly by eliminating 
undesirable words and by stripping such words as remained of unorthodox 
meanings, and so far as possible of all secondary meanings whatever.” (Orwell 
2000: 270–271) 



1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a 
sample 
■  ‘free’: 

–  ‘This dog is free from lice’  
–  ‘This field is free from weeds’.  

■  NOT: ‘politically free’ or ‘intellectually free’ 

■  “since political and intellectual freedom no longer existed even as concepts, and 
were therefore of necessity nameless.” (Orwell, 2000:271)  

■  “Newspeak was designed not to extend but to diminish the range of 
thought.” (Orwell 2000: 271) 



1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a 
sample 
■  Words of Newspeak are divided into three distinct classes: 
■  1. The A vocabulary: words for everyday life, eating, drinking, working, cooking etc.: 

‘run’, ‘tree’, ‘dog’, ‘sugar’, ‘house’ etc. 
■  2. The B vocabulary: for political purposes,  

–  “to impose a desirable mental attitude upon the person using them” (Orwell 
2000: 274)  

–  For instance: ‘goodthink’, ‘free’, ‘honor’, ‘justice’, ‘morality’, ‘democracy’, 
‘religion’ etc. 

–  ‘joycamp’ = ‘forced-labour camp’,  ‘minipax’ = ’Ministry of Peace’ = ‘Ministry of 
War’)  

■  3. The C vocabulary: scientific and technical terms 



1. The Orwellian Newspeak as a 
sample 
■  ‘All men are equal’ = ‘All men are redhaired’  

■  “A person growing up with Newspeak as his sole language would no more know 
that equal had once had the secondary meaning of ‘political equal’, or that free 
had once meant ‘intellectually free’, than, for instance, a person who had never 
heard of chess would be aware of the secondary meanings attaching to queen 
and rook. There would be many crimes and errors which it would be beyond his 
power to commit, simply because they were nameless and therefore 
unimaginable.” (Orwell 2000: 280) 



2. Political Correctness (PC)  
Herbert Marcuse 



2. Political Correctness (PC)  



2. Political Correctness (PC)  



2. Political Correctness (PC)  
“The notion of political 
correctness has ignited 
controversy across the land. And 
although the movement arises 
from the laudable desire to 
sweep away the debris of racism 
and sexism and hatred, it 
replaces old prejudice with new 
ones. It declares certain topics 
off-limits, certain expressions off-
limits, even certain gestures off-
limits.” (Quoted by Dowd 1991) 



3. Modified meanings, changed 
concepts 
■  Two main groups:  

■  (1) words, which have religious background, e.g. ‘sin’, ‘marriage’ 

■  (2) words, which have historical background, e.g. ‘Zionism’, ‘racism’, 
‘nationalism’, ‘Nazism’, ‘Palestine’  



3.1. Words with religious background  

Matthew Grech:  

“For a long time I stopped 
following my passions to 
follow Jesus. There can be 
love between two men and 
two women, yes – but only 
friendship love. Everything 
else is a sin.” (Braidwood 
2018)  



3.1.1. Sin 

■  CALD: “the offence of breaking, or the breaking of, a religious or moral law”,  

■  MWD: “(1) a breaking of a moral or legal code, (2) that which is morally 
unacceptable (3) immoral conduct or practices harmful or offensive to society (4) 
a regrettable or blameworthy act (5) a defect in character.” 

■  ‘Homosexuality is sin’ 



3.1.2. Marriage 

■  “marriage is a holy and sacred institution created not by man, but by God”, so 
the legislators or justices could not redefine it (Rainey, Lepine 2004, 2013) 



3.1.2. Marriage 

■  CALD: “legally accepted relationship between a woman and a man in which they live 
as husband and wife, or the official ceremony which results in this”  

■  MWD: “(1a) the state of being united as spouses in a consensual and contractual 
relationship recognized by the law, (1b) the mutual relation of married persons: 
wedlock, (1c) the institution whereby individuals are joined in a marriage, (2) an act 
of marrying or the rite by which the married status is effected especially: the wedding 
ceremony and attendant festivities or formalities, (3) an intimate or close union.” 

■  MWT determined it as “(1) a union representing a special kind of social and legal 
partnership between two people, (2) ceremony in which two people are united in 
matrimony”.  

■  ‘Marriage is a covenant of a man and a woman’ 



3.2.1. Words with historical background 
Nationalist vs. Nazi 

Prof. Yehuda Bauer: 

“the Palestinians cannot overcome Israel with 
terrorism or rockets, nor can Israel annihilate the 
Palestinian population; it remains a bloody and 
difficult conflict, but not a 
genocide.” (Antisemitism...) 



3.2.1. Nationalist vs. Nazi 

■  “Those that make the comparison between the Jewish state and the Nazis and 
Hitler – who perpetrated the greatest and largest act of anti-Semitism in world 
history – have not chosen this comparison innocently or dispassionately. It is a 
charge that is purposefully directed at Jews in an effort to associate the victims 
of Nazi crimes with the Nazi perpetrators, and serves to diminish the 
significance and uniqueness of the Holocaust. To make such a comparison 
constitutes blatant hostility toward Jews, Jewish history and the legitimacy of the 
Jewish State of Israel.” (Response To Common...)  

■  CALD ‘Nazi’ is: “(1) a member of the National Socialist (Workers’) party, led by 
Adolf Hitler, which controlled Germany from 1933 to 1945 (2) someone who is 
cruel or who demands an unreasonable degree of obedience, or someone who 
has extreme and unreasonable beliefs about race.” 



3.2.1. Nationalist vs. Nazi 
■  MWD: Nazi:  “one who likened to a German Nazi: a harshly domineering, 

dictatorial, or intolerant persona”, and according to the MWT it means also “a 
mean, evil, or unprincipled person”. Thus, the using of this word for Israel, all of 
these meanings are misleading, contrary to historical facts, and stigmatize Israel 
as an evil, intolerant country. 

■  “nationalism is an extreme form of patriotism”, which means “supporting one’s 
nation despite what it is doing […] It is a word filled with hatred and fear.“, and 
she maintains that the cause of the Holocaust was the nationalism as a 
historical fact (Wood 2018).  



3.2.1. Nationalist vs. Nazi 
■  CALD ‘nationalism’: “(1) the desire for and the attempt to achieve political 

independence for your country or nation, (2) a great or too great love of your 
own country” and the ‘nationalist’ is “a person who wants political independence 
for their country”.  

■  MWD:  “a loyalty and devotion to a nation especially: a sense of national 
consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing primary 
emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other 
nations or supranational groups. Intense nationalism was one of the causes of 
the war.” 



3.2.1. Nationalist vs. Nazi 

■  Yoram Hazony: the cause of hatred 
against nationalism is the imperialist 
movements, which want to establish a 
single empire on the earth. In fact, the 
intention of imperialists – globalists – 
similar to Communism and Nazism 
(Hazony 2018: 191.) 



3.2.2. Palestinian 

■  CALD: “from, belonging to or relating to Palestine” and as a noun “a person from 
Palestine, especially a member of the Arab people of Palestine” 

■  MWD: ‘Palestine’: “region in southwestern Asia bordering on the eastern 
Mediterranean, population 3,764,000”.  “Palestine dates back to ancient times, 
and over the centuries its boundaries, which have mostly been unofficial, have 
fluctuated and have been disputed or indistinct. It approximately includes or has 
included what is now Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip, extending 
eastward either up to or beyond the Jordan River. Palestine was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire from 1516 to 1917. It was an official entity during the period 
1923–48 under the mandate granted to Great Britain by the League of Nations 
to establish a responsible government in the region.” 



3.2.2. Palestinian 
■  ‘Palestine does not belong to the Jews 

(Yehudim)’ 
■  “Although the League of Nations Mandate 

referred to the Land of Israel as “Palestine,” 
the League was clear that the name held no 
political significance. Rather, its purpose was 
simply to define a geographical entity. 
“Palestine” was defined not by history but by 
geographical boundaries. The Palestinian 
attempts to convince the world that they are 
the descendants of the biblical Philistines, 
Canaanites, Jews, and Moabites, and to 
supplant the Jews and appropriate Jewish 
history, is contradicted by the historical record 
revealed by every square inch of Israeli 
territory. Jewish history pervades the land’s 
geography.” (Glick 2014: 185) 



Conclusion 

■  Marco Capriz: “Political correctness is Newspeak that is being used to neuter 
thought. When a minority (who are offended) determines how language is used 
by the majority (who are not, in general, the offenders), a fundamental 
cornerstone of democracy is lost.” (Capriz 2010: 2).  

■  “Where classical liberalism calls for tolerance, the New Left calls for celebration 
and acceptance. Where classical liberalism calls for open debate, the New Left 
calls for political correctness.” (Nelson, 1)  

■  “Being politically correct is not politically correct in a context that hates political 
correctness.” (Rocha 2) 
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