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Adrian Răzvan Sandru
(Babeş–Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania, 
carspi_resvan@yahoo.com)

NORMATIVE COSMOLOGY

As the universe finds itself subject of 
the new inflationary, cosmological 
debate upon its birth and status as a 
whole, one must ask himself what the 
legitimacy of cosmology is and what 
defines its methodology and structure. 
In this spirit a critical approach upon 
current cosmology shall be attempted, 
basing our study on Kant’s Critique of 
Pure Reason, aiming at establishing 
whether it has normative, conceptual 
or empirical character. In proposing an 
infinite universe, cosmologists set the 
general mainframe of all interactions 
between objects, interactions con-
tained within a homogenous system. 
Moreover, by stating that the entire 
universe originates in a singularity 
containing the constituents of all mat-
ter in the universe, cosmology could 
be considered as prescribing transcen-
dental unity to the whole manifold of 
our experience. Starting from these 

general considerations, we shall argue 
the way in which cosmology pro-
poses an Idea of a universe as a whole, 
providing thus architectonic unity to 
the exact sciences. The present paper 
will be structured as a thesis-antithesis 
argumentation. In accordance to this 
structure, we shall examine an empiri-
cal theory that states, as proposed by 
Duhem, that the Post-Copernican 
cosmologies seek to define phenomena 
of experience as they are. By confront-
ing the above mentioned theory with 
present cosmology we shall proceed at 
revealing the characteristics of the lat-
ter that approve with our Kantian the-
sis and disapprove with the Duhemian 
antithesis. In such, we shall arrive to 
the conclusion that cosmology displays 
a normative character, accordingly 
to Kant’s vision that all knowledge 
requires unity and necessarily subjects 
itself to a priori laws.
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Ioana-Alexandra Zaharia
(SNSPA – National School of Political Studies and Public Administration – College of Com-
munication and Public Relations, Bucharest, Romania, ioana.alexandra.zaharia@gmail.com)

ARGUMENTATION RULES BETWEEN 
A PRIORI AND A POSTERIORI 
SPECIFIED THEORIES

An important trend in the recent 
studies in the field of argumentation 
is focusing on problems relating to the 
rules that govern argumentation and 
whether or not ordinary arguers apply 
consistent and predictable criteria 
when evaluating arguments and share 
the same rules as those derived from 
normative models. The works compris-
ing the efforts made by scholars to un-
derstand these issues can be grouped 
in two approaches.  
On the one hand, some researchers 
elaborate an ideal model based on 
theoretical considerations and then 
confront it with empirical data in 
order to see if and to what extent the 
theory coincides with the argumenta-
tive reality. The pragma-dialectical 
model of critical discussion can be 
considered the representative of this 
a priori approach. On the other hand, 

researchers stemming from the tradi-
tion of ethnography of communica-
tion start from the empirical study of 
ordinary argumentative exchanges in 
order to identify the rules recognized 
and applied by arguers. The rules 
elaborated in this manner are part of 
an a posteriori specified theory. 

The purpose of this paper is to inves-
tigate some of the theoretical concepts 
and empirical findings from the two 
different points of departure to see if 
they are compatible with each other 
and, if so, how they can help us gain a 
more comprehensive grasp on argu-
mentation rules. At the same time, I 
will examine some of the character-
istics of the rules described by both 
approaches and try to understand their 
status with respect to settling disagree-
ments that occur in conversations.
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Alexandru Cârlan
(National School of Political and Administrative Studies, Bucharest, Romania, 
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Peter Borkowski
(The American University in Cairo, Egypt, 
pborkowski@aucegypt.edu)

“BUT NOT ALL ARGUMENTATION IS 
DIRECTED TOWARDS RESOLVING 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION”
– a critical examination of some recurrent criticism 
to the Pragma-dialectical approach to argumentation

METHODOLOGY FOR TEACHING 
SOCIAL POLICY ARGUMENTS

Consensus is a crucial concept in 
the pragma-dialectical approach to 
argumentation, informing the model 
of critical discussion in several ways. 
This paper aims to review and examine 
a certain line of criticism against this 
approach: that not all argumentative 
reality can be conceived as a criti-
cal discussion, that such a model is 
committed to an untenable utopia 
and is unrealizable in practice, that 
its emphasis on consensus fails to do 
justice to various uses of argumenta-
tion in real-life situations or to the 
way arguers themselves understand 
their acts of arguing. The analysis will 
show that these criticisms, stemming 
from various theoretical backgrounds 
(rhetoric, ethnography of communica-

This paper presents an original meth-
odology for teaching social policy 
arguments. It includes some of the 
results of student writing from the 
two-year period of testing the method. 
The method is a nine-step syllogism 
based on the categorical and Nyaya 
models. It includes several other steps 
of value and axiom that enforce the 
terms of the syllogism. Taken sepa-
rately, it serves as a set of sequential 
‘progumnasmata’ for a course (or part 
of a course) in practical argumenta-
tion. The steps are:
1. Value /ideal condition, shared desire.
2. QED
3. *Syllogism type* /deductive, induc-

tive, abductive, definition, analogy, 
cause-effect

4. Principle /moral absolute
5. Thesis  claim /e.g., the minor (sub-

ject) + major (predicate) terms in 

tion, argumentation theory, political 
philosophy) and displaying certain 
“family resemblances,” fail to observe 
the consequences of a methodological 
choice the analyst is making when de-
ciding to treat a piece of discourse AS 
IF it were aimed at resolving a differ-
ence of opinion (i.e. aiming at consen-
sus). Yet, instead of simply dismissing 
these criticisms, the paper tries to 
re-frame them in a more promising 
direction, asking what the explanatory 
advantages and disadvantages of treat-
ing argumentation are AS IF aiming 
at consensus, even though consensus 
might neither be a possible outcome, 
nor an interactional purpose of the 
argumentative discourse in certain 
contexts.

deductive model
6. Practical example/s of thesis
7. Negative consequence
8. Rhetorical question
9. Proverb (maxim, aphorism)
The paper explains how each of these 
steps can be made to have a logical 
function that works in unison with 
the other steps and glues the whole 
together. None of the steps functions 
independently. It ensures formal valid-
ity, material truth, and value-appeal 
for a variety of needs in social policy 
arguments. In other words, its forms 
are logical, psychological, ethical, and 
practical. I provide several examples 
of full arguments using the nine-step 
method to show how to do this. A 
booklet will be available for audience 
members. It includes a more detailed 
discussion of the method with addi-
tional examples.
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THE ROLE OF VISUALS 
IN POLITICAL ARGUMENTATION

Visual signs, symbols, performances 
and happenings have become a crucial 
part of public discourse. These were 
traditionally tools of social move-
ments and the opposition. Today, the 
government also uses images, gadgets 
and theatrical actions for presentation 
of programs, decisions and visions. 
Obviously, this is a result of the tab-
loidization of politics and the connec-
tions between politics and popular 

culture. Visual elements help to build 
fundamental metaphors, narratives 
and collective socio-political judg-
ments. Political discourse is saturated 
with visuals because it helps to keep 
citizens’ emotions under control. It 
is important, especially, in times of 
crisis and social tensions. This paper 
attempts to discuss the question of the 
relationship between verbal and visual 
elements in political rhetoric.
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István Bujalos
(University of Debrecen, Department of Philosophy, Hungary, 
istvanbujalos@yahoo.com)

JOHN RAWLS’ ARGUMENTS 
FOR LIBERTY AND EQUALITY

A conception of justice determines jus-
tice as a measure of social institutions. 
Different persons devise different con-
ceptions of justice, but all conceptions 
of justice try to regulate and control 
the function of social institutions by 
principles of basic rights and of proper 
distribution. These principles are nor-
mative of regulation and of control.
The basic social institutions do the 
same as a conception of justice: they 
determine the basic rights and proper 
distribution in a society. The basic 
social institutions – legal protection of 
freedom of thought and liberty of con-
science, competitive markets, private 
property in the means of production, 
and the monogamous family – deter-

mine what the basic rights and proper 
distribution are. In opposition to them, 
a conception of justice tells what the 
basic rights and proper distribution 
ought to be.
However, the various personal concep-
tions of justice are as contingent as the 
real basic rights and distributions be-
cause they have resulted from a contin-
gent historical process of a particular 
society. They are not well established 
because they are determined by par-
ticular circumstances and contingent 
personal views. 
Rawls wanted to eliminate contingen-
cies and formulate a well established 
conception of justice.
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Szűcs Zoltán Gábor, Gyulai Attila
(Centre for Social Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
szucs.zoltan.gabor@mtapti.hu)

RHETORICAL PLEDGES AND DEMOCRACY

In everyday discourse ‘rhetorical 
pledge’ refers to a pledge by a politician 
that is too gloomy or has no definable 
policy-content. Likewise, empirical re-
searches that focus on the relationship 
between the governed and the govern-
ing, coin this term to mark pledges 
that cannot be measured by their 
fulfillment. The theoretical problem 
with a rhetorical pledge is that it does 
not satisfy the informativity criterion 
of the mandate theories: the more 
loosely the policy-content of a pledge 
is defined, the less information it pro-
vides for the voters to pick the ‘good’ 
candidate. Our paper is a module of a 
research project which targets the em-
pirical relevance of mandate theories 
of democracy on the empirical basis of 
Hungarian parliamentary campaigns, 
and discusses two aspects of the 

concept of ‘rhetorical pledges.’ First, it 
analyses it as a residual category con-
structed in the process of classifying 
pledges within an empirical research. 
In this sense, a rhetorical pledge is an 
‘uneasy fact,’ putting the burden of ex-
planation on the mandate theorists: is 
a rhetorical pledge simply a ‘fly in the 
soup’ or a normal part of democratic 
reasoning? Second, our paper offers 
another perspective to the phenom-
enon of ‘rhetorical pledges’ that shifts 
the focus of the analysis of political 
texts from the policy-content to the 
orientative function of the pledges. 
From this perspective, rhetoric is not 
merely an error, but an important 
element of any act of making pledges, 
thus it should be an indispensable part 
of any democratic theory, including 
the mandate theories as well.
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Valastyán Tamás
(Universität Debrecen, Ungarn, 
valastyan@gmail.com)

PHILOSOPHEN IN SANDALEN. BEITRAG 
ZUR RHETORIK DER AUSSCHLIESSUNG

Wer sind die Philosophen, die um uns 
in Sandalen spazieren? Wozu sind „die 
Philosophen in Sandalen”? Diesen 
Ausdruck habe ich im Kontext einer 
solchen Reklame gefunden, die die 
philosophische Bildung „vervolkstüm-
licht”: „Philosophische Tugenden und 
vielseitiges Wissen – nicht nur für die 
Philosophen in Sandalen”. In meinem 

Vortrag möchte ich drei Standpunkte 
berücksichtigen. Erstens untersuche 
ich den Philosophen in Sandalen als 
das Problem der Modefrage. Dann 
erscheint er als das allgemeine Subjekt 
der Disposition, die das Verhältnis 
des Menschen zur Welt darstellt. 
Schließlich interpretiere ich ihn als die 
Hauptfigur einer Stereotypie.
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Darabos Borbála
(University of Debrecen, Hungary, 
borbala.darabos@gmail.com)

IMMIGRANTS AS STRANGERS

The concept of the stranger described 
as someone who arrived yesterday but 
stays with us permanently grasps the 
essence of international migration. Na-
tion states allow new-comers to enter 
the country, but due to nationalization 
regulations, immigrants are hindered 
to fully join communities. Since they 
have limited access to citizenship, na-
tional borders follow them inside the 
country, which means that their alien 
status is reinforced without the pos-
sibility of receiving full membership.
In public, unwanted immigrants are 
depicted as enemies who cause inse-
curity, increase unemployment and 
threaten homogeneity. These images 
are also shared by the majority of host 
countries. Daily political discourse is 
generally dominated by anti-immigra-
tion sentiment. With re-ethnicizing of 
nationality, far-right parties resist the 
liberalization of citizenship. On the 

other hand, though not clearly stated, 
immigrants as strangers can also 
acquire the position of “wanted” guest 
if their settlement is facilitated by mi-
gration policies. As their contribution 
is considered to be beneficial for host 
societies, authorized immigration is 
enabled in case of students, research-
ers or highly-skilled workers mainly. 
It is widely believed that “welcomed” 
migrants are capable of integration 
mostly.
These ambiguous images of alien 
migrants are strengthened by political 
rhetoric as well, which suggests that 
only the nation state can reconcile the 
contention and eliminate the enemy 
status of immigrants with political 
integration, in the form of probable 
extension of citizenship as it is proved 
to operate in case of “welcomed” 
migrants. 
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Beáta Kassainé Sólyom
(University of Debrecen, Hungary, 
kassai.beata@gmail.com)

SYMBOLS IN POLITICS, 
IDENTITIES IN CULTURES

Political discourses are not only 
thematised by facts and the current 
socio-economic challenges, but also 
by symbols. Symbols are integral parts 
of political rhetoric, because they are 
the so-called common funds, which 
can determine, beyond policy, the 
cultural identity of a group (a nation or 
unions), and individuals as well. In my 
presentation, I am going to examine 
how the material symbols (e.g. flags, 
anthem, etc.) and verbal symbols used 
in policy (e.g. rhetorical panels) can de-
termine the role of identity in the EU. 
One of the most interesting questions 
for me is the relationship between 
symbols and culture, or cultural 

identity. Are the symbols and cultural 
identity made of historical memory 
(John Gross); or is European culture 
based on re-constructed freedom (Hel-
ler Ágnes); is culture always dominant 
against political discourses and acts 
(Rostoványi Zsolt); or do these mate-
rial and verbal symbols have greater 
role in the exclusion policy (Seyla Ben-
habib)? Does culture create symbols, 
or, are symbols able to create cultures? 
Well, there are well-known representa-
tives of both viewpoints in Europe, 
and although we cannot give the exact 
answer to this question, we are able to 
detect the role of political rhetoric in 
this context. 
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Forró Enikő
(Partium Christian University, Oradea, Romania, 
forroeniko@gmail.com)

THE LANGUAGE OF POLITICS 
AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS RHETORIC

The rhetoric of human rights is sui 
generis and par excellence a politi-
cal discourse at the same time. Both 
want to influence the human senti-
ments, therefore, they have a strong 
manipulative aspect. The main topics 
of human rights rhetoric became on 
organic part of democratic political 
communication. The most important 
main topics are: freedom, equality, 
tolerance, equity, human dignity, and 
truth. The ambiguity of political lan-
guage makes different interpretations 
possible. This vagueness is due to the 

nature of politics. The essence of poli-
tics is power, to get, keep and influence 
the power, and every political action 
is determined by this strong wish. The 
language that wants to keep or get the 
power cannot be other than manipula-
tive. This different interpretations and 
dissimilar emphasis make the differ-
ences between ideologies possible. All 
this ambiguities, the lack of clear and 
exact use of words raised the necessity 
of changing the declarative status of 
human rights to implementation into 
positive law.
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Levente Székedi
(Partium Christian University, Oradea, Romania, 
szekedi@gmail.com)

“THE CANCER OF CORRUPTION”: 
USE AND MISUSE OF CANCER 
METAPHORS IN MEDIA TEXTS 
AND THE POLITICAL DISCOURSE

Illness as Metaphor, Susan Sontag’s 
1978 landmark essay, prompted a novel 
era in the philosophical and sociologi-
cal studies of diseases, these multi-
faceted realities of our times. Apart 
from their physiological description, 
there are various representations of 
disease and related symbolic linguis-
tic elements on the level of common 
consciousness, which are being trans-
mitted and reinforced by the media 
and political messages. Among several 
illness-related speech constructions, 
the cancer metaphor is probably the 
most largely used in the media and the 
sphere of politics. ”Cancer” is a pecu-
liarly strong metaphor, for it suggests 

the existence of an enigmatic, invin-
cible, unpredictable and ubiquitous 
threat preying on every human being, 
a somehow mystified evil-within-evil 
of contemporary civilization. The 
present study examines the presence 
and usage of the cancer-metaphor in 
the Romanian online news media, by 
selecting and analyzing the relevant 
content of two major news portals, a 
Romanian and a Hungarian-language 
one. Occurrences are quantified, and 
specific usage contexts are grouped in 
several categories, depicting the politi-
cal importance and function of the 
metaphor.
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Csilla Zsigmond
(Sapientia – Hungarian University of Transylvania, Miercurea Ciuc, Romania, 
cszsigmond@yahoo.com)

POLITICAL DEBATES – 
BEFORE ELECTIONS

The role of the political elite in politi-
cal argumentation/debate is very im-
portant in every democracy. What is 
their goal: consensus or conflict? How 
does this appear in political debates? 
This paper tries to analyze political de-
bates. It lists the factors at the core of 
the culture in the political debate of a 
given society, and it tries to explain the 
consensus-bent or conflict-generating 
attitude of the political elite. Divid-
ing and uniting issues in politics have 
usually been represented by parties/

politicians, while the political prefer-
ences of voters are distributed accord-
ingly. Dividing issues are frequently 
formulated along social and political 
dividing lines. The formation of these 
dividing lines is the first spontaneous 
social mechanism that counteracts 
total instability in the relationship 
between parties and their voters. The 
nature of debates characteristic of a 
given country says a lot about the de-
mocracy in that country and about the 
structure of public life there.
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Zoltán Veres
(Partium Christian University, Oradea, Romania, 
veresz@c3.hu)

POLITICAL EPISTEMOLOGY 
AND DECISION MAKING

I would like to present a problem 
regarding political epistemology and 
its effect on decision making. There are 
two fields that are related directly and 
indirectly to military prevention. The 
first case is classical, the question of an 
inter-state conflict with tension build-
ing up. The second, the indirect form 
of prevention, is perhaps more difficult 
to grasp morally, it is the case of tar-

geted assassination, or targeted killing, 
as some of the scholars call it. I will 
present some of the media-reflected 
arguments linked to the Israeli-Iranian 
conflict and the recent rocket barrage 
along the Gaza border stirred by IDF’s 
killing of Zuhir al-Qaisi, the secretary-
general of the Popular Resistance 
Committees.
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Sharon Bailin, Mark Battersby, Capilano University
(Simon Fraser University, Canada, 
bailin@sfu.ca)

ARGUMENTATION 
ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES

A persistent challenge in argumenta-
tion pedagogy is how to teach argu-
mentation in such a way that it will 
assist students in reaching reasoned 
judgments in a range of contexts, dis-
ciplinary as well as everyday. The as-
sumption of traditional teaching in the 
disciplines has generally been that the 
modes of argumentation and reason-
ing of the discipline will be acquired 
automatically by students through 
learning the discipline. Yet this as-
sumption appears to be unfounded as 
reasoning and argumentation are often 
not a focus of disciplinary pedagogy. 
Moreover, this approach neglects the 
common aspects of argumentation 
which transcend disciplinary bounda-
ries.
A different approach involves separate 
courses on argumentation and critical 
thinking, however, such courses gener-
ally limit their focus to logic, formal 
or informal, and the evaluation of in-
dividual arguments, usually presented 

out of context. Yet making a reasoned 
judgment in the disciplines, as well as 
in everyday contexts, involves weigh-
ing and balancing competing argu-
ments and so requires a knowledge of 
the context. Without a grounding in 
the debates within the discipline and 
without an explicit focus on the modes 
of argumentation which are specific to 
the area, the modes of argumentation 
and reasoning in particular disciplines 
are not likely to be learned. 
What we propose as an alternative is 
an inquiry approach to argumenta-
tion pedagogy which focuses on the 
comparative evaluation of competing 
arguments with the goal of making 
reasoned judgments (Bailin & Bat-
tersby: Reason in the Balance: An 
Inquiry Approach to Critical Think-
ing, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 2010). This 
approach emphasizes both the aspects 
common to inquiry across a range of 
areas and the modes of argumentation 
that are specific to the area.

22
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Rozália Klára Bakó
(Sapientia – Hungarian University of Transylvania, Miercurea Ciuc, Romania, 
bakorozalia@sapientia.siculorum.ro)

DEBATERS’ VOICE: 
DOES IT MATTER?

The role of teaching debate in formal 
and informal settings is hardly con-
tested, but when it comes to assessing 
contribution of the educational debate 
to career success, there is room for 

controversy. We propose an empiri-
cal analysis of the ERGO debate club 
alumna stories to explore the ways 
in which debate club activities have 
shaped their professional lives.
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Gizela Horváth
(Partium Christian University, Oradea, Romania, 
horvathgizela@gmail.com)

DEVELOPING DEBATE CLUBS: 
A CASE STUDY

In Romania, debate clubs function 
from 1995, in a more or less success-
ful way. In Oradea, the high school 
debate club Protagora is still active. 
This paper presents some conclusions, 
which could be drawn from the his-
tory of this club.  These conclusions 
refer mainly to the questions of what a 
successful debate club means and the 
factors that make a debate club a living 
and striving organism. The analysis 
reveals the peculiarity of teaching 
debate in a Post-Communist, Eastern 

European country as opposed to the 
experience of North-American clubs.  
Teaching debate in Romania is difficult 
because an instructor must do without 
any kind of formal or administrative 
support - therefore, the personal quali-
ties of coaches and debaters are valued 
more to a greater extent. Debate is not 
a form a formal education, it is not a 
rationally motivated option: it is rather 
like the sort of philosophical gathering 
practiced be ancient Greeks.

24
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Ágnes Horváth
(University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain, 
agitah@yahoo.com)

HOW TO DO THINGS 
WITH DEBATE?

The aim of the paper is to make con-
nections between debate, the action of 
debate and its different formats, and 
speech act theory.
Speech act theory and the analysis of 
speech – from any kind of point of 
view – has become a common per-
spective is today’s philosophy. John 
Austin’s courses in How To Do Things 
With Words have influenced a wide 
range of philosophers. It has become 
the root of many different areas of 
philosophy. John Searle’s new perspec-
tive on acting with words has cleared 
a path to any kind of approach to lan-
guage and the probable action through 

it, while Paul Grice has introduced a 
system of implicatures present in our 
daily speaking routine, which are also 
present in debate.
Paul Grice has depicted the path of im-
plicatures, describing mainly uncon-
ventional ones; these might turn – due 
to different linguistic procedures – 
into conventional implicatures, which 
we use in a totally different sense than 
their primary meaning.
The paper analyzes the occurrence 
of speech acts, non-conventional and 
conventional implicatures, in different 
debating situations.
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Estelle Mare
(Tshwane University of Technology, Department of Architecture, Pretoria, South Africa, 
mare_estelle@fastmail.fm)

A RHETORICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE 
SACRED GEOMETRY OF THE MAIN FACADE 
OF THE PARTHENON IN TERMS OF PLATO’S 
“CREATION MYTH” IN THE TIMAEUS

I propose to take a schematic geomet-
ric diagram of Plato’s “creation myth,” 
which is described in obscure terms in 
the Timaeus, and apply it to the east 
facade of the Parthenon, on the Athe-
nian Acropolis (begun 447 BCE), as a 
point of departure for a visual rhetori-
cal interpretation of the design of this 
facade of the temple. The application 
of rhetorical schemata has been a valid 
manner of interpretation since Vitru-
vius and Alberti, following the Gor-
gias’s claim (5th century BCE), that a 
good speaker casts a spell on listeners. 
Likewise, any visual artist’s and archi-
tect’s aim is to cast a spell on viewers of 
his work. Following the rules of Classi-
cal rhetoric I will attempt to persuade 
the audience of my argument regard-
ing the east facade of the Parthenon, 

starting with a prooimion [introduc-
tion], followed by a diegesis [exposi-
tion of facts], prothesis [premise], and 
pistis [proof], I will then attempt to 
analyse the design process (tractatio) 
of the architects that resulted in the 
composition of the Parthenon’s east 
facade under the following headings: 
inventio (heuresis [points of view (loci 
/ topoi) that make the subject (res) of 
persuasion convincing], dispositio 
(taksis / oikonomia) [structuring of the 
argument; structuring of the parts of 
speech, partes orationis], elocutio (lek-
sis) [formulation],memoria (mneme) 
[remembering and visualisation of 
images], prununtiatio (hypokresis) 
[visual expression], etcetera, until the 
epilogos [conclusion].
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THE RHETORIC OF ABSENCE 
IN CONTEMPORARY FINE ART

The hero of art’s grand narrative is the 
creative genius who makes original 
works of art, which are then contem-
plated in awe by the museum-going 
public. This grand narrative seems to 
collapse in the 20th century, due to 
both theoretical approaches and ar-
tistic practice. In the 20th century, we 
encounter various forms of the absence 
of the artist, the artwork, or the mu-
seum. The artist’s absence is manifest 
in theories of the “death of the author” 
and of anti-intentionalism, as well 
as in the ready-made, in unfinished 
works, or in appropriation art. Works 
of art are also gradually emptied: 

abstract paintings lack representative 
content; works based on decay have no 
permanent object; finally, performanc-
es and happenings involve no physical 
object at all. John Dewey spoke up 
against the “museum view” quality of 
art, and it is within this framework 
that Fluxus, land art, and other works 
expected a playful, active reception on 
the part of the public. In these cases, 
the artists use the rhetorical power 
of elliptical expression, exemplifying 
Arthur Danto’s conception of art as 
transfigurative metaphor. Absence is, 
in reality, abundance.
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FROM GAZE TO LYRICISM: CHARACTERS’ 
THOUGHTS TRANSCODED TO FILM

This paper explores film adaptations of 
two novels focusing on what cinematic 
rhetoric is used to transcode the 
written text to film. The adaptations 
of the two novels show that produc-
tions, instead of presenting characters’ 
mental processes via discourse, tend 
rely to an increasing extent on visual 
and aural elements on the one hand, 
and innovative filming techniques on 
the other, to communicate characters’ 
thoughts. The productions in view 

are two adaptations of Jane Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice (1813), a novel that 
belongs to the literary canon, and the 
adaptation of a non-canonized text, 
Christopher Isherwood’s A Single 
Man (1964). The paper underlines that 
adaptations of both canonized and 
non-canonized novels tend to take 
advantage of images and music when 
depicting characters’ state of mind 
rather than rely on text only. 
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IMAGES AND PERSUASION. 
TOWARD A RHETORICS OF THE VISUAL

In this paper, I will examine the 
relationship between visual images 
and persuasion. I will try to show how 
visual data affect our psyche, and how 
they can be used to influence our atti-
tudes, opinions and believes. I will try 

to argue that this process of deliberate 
influencing can be regarded as a new 
way of argumentation or persuasion, 
and it can be called – as a number 
of scholars already call it – visual 
rhetoric.
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VISUAL RHETORIC ONLINE

We propose a theoretical and a practi-
cal inquiry into the realm of visual 
communication on the web. Individu-
als and organizations are increasingly 
“moving out” to cyberspace when it 
comes to identity construction prac-

tices. Although the internet shapes our 
everyday lives, little attention is given 
to usability, accessibility and aesthetics 
of the online spaces we use as individ-
ual and institutional entities. Why?
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RITUAL DELIBERATIONS IN 
ONLINE ETHNO-PAGAN COMMUNITIES

The Internet offers virtually unlimited 
possibilities for topical group forma-
tions, among which religious orienta-
tions naturally occur. Ritual is not 
only an organic element of religiosity, 
but it also represents a substantial 
aspect of communication, the more so 
in social media. Neopaganism is part 
of the new spiritual re-enchantment of 
the world confronting old established 
churches. Within this framework, 
some heathen movements turn to 
ethnic traditions relying on alterna-
tive mythologies that need continuous 
reinforcement. Such fringe religious 

groups find a welcoming home on the 
Internet gathering in cyber communi-
ties formed around forums, blogs and 
other web sites. They depend highly 
on repetitive dramatic argumentations 
labelled “ritual deliberation” (Howard, 
R.G.) centred on their shared ideas. 
This paper presents the phenomenon 
through a contrastive description of 
Hungarian and Romanian Online 
Ethno-Pagan Communities, offer-
ing a semiotic interpretation of some 
textual and visual elements of their 
argumentations.
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