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Abstract 
Referring either to the anti-modernist (Weaver, Taylor) narrative of rhetoric’s 

birth, death and resurrection or works of the modernist rhetoricians (Burke, Richards, 
Perelman) we can state that the widening presence of rhetoric is detectable in many 
disciplines. Its notions, methods are spreading, nevertheless the study of rhetoric – 
especially in Europe – is treated as a field better not to be mentioned when speaking 
about science. 

Liberal democracy used to be and is presently based on the autonomous 
individual and thus the fundamental distrust in persuasion that subverts this 
autonomy. That may be among the reasons why rhetoric treated formerly as a study of 
persuasion could not keep its place inside the scholarly domain. When rhetoric is 
narrowed down either to the ‘collection’ of persuasive techniques or to a structuring 
device of text-production and decoration it loses the capacity to serve as a language 
by and through which identities, relations, situations can be defined, managed, 
changed. The trope of rhetoric as decoration is rooted most powerfully in the 
partitioning the classical five canons of rhetoric by Petrus Ramus. He removed from 
rhetoric the canons of invention, arrangement, and memory – and rendered the former 
two into the realm of logic –, leaving behind style and delivery, thus starting the 
tradition to concern rhetoric as a form of style and performance. Rhetoric has become 
a form rather than the content while its concepts and methods have been infusing new 
approaches into many disciplines. This ‘presence of the non-existent’ calls for new 
approaches to the study of rhetoric, for  the resituation of argument, the integration of 
the visual into the rhetorical tradition and the adaptation of the rhetorical tradition to 
the digital age. 

This paper aims at outlining the challenges rhetoric and the teaching of 
rhetoric (in higher education)  should answer.  It will raise questions considering the 
vision, the status and the content rhetoric provides for teachers and students. Starting 
from the “homo rhetoricus”, following with the concept and community forming 
“phronesis”, finishing with “netoric” (or next rhetoric) the presentation will propose a 
theoretical framework within which the teaching of public discourse, argumentation 
(verbal and visual), and critical thinking can be integrated. Upon the theoretical basis 
will the methods be introduced and dwelt. 
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